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probable loss of Rumania was that Austria should follow
Russia's example, and build up a Balkan League under her
own patronage to-balance the feared Serb-Greek-Rumanian
league under Russian patronage. Bulgaria and Turkey,
smarting from recent defeats and eager for support, might
be brought together by Austria and be eventually drawn
into the Triple Alliance circle to make up for Rumania's
"desertion." In other words, Austria might shift the pivot
of her Balkan policy from Bucharest to Sofia. Such a
Bulgarophil diplomatic program had already been at-
tempted by Berchtold during the Balkan Wars; but it had
met with no success and had caused serious differences of
opinion between Vienna and Berlin. In the spring of 1914,
it was taken up again at Vienna and a long memorandum
for its accomplishment had been worked out at the moment
that Franz Ferdinand was assassinated at Sarajevo. But
there was still the serious difficulty: would Germany con-
sent to this program of her Austrian Ally? Of late Emperor
William had become strongly philhellene, supporting Greek
claims to the Aegean Islands against Turkish interests.237
Would he ever consent to abandon a Hohenzollern like King
Carol, whom he greatly respected and trusted, and take in
his place Ferdinand of Bulgaria, for whom he had a personal
aversion and who was universally regarded with distrust?
This question of shifting the pivot from Bucharest to Sofia
had long been argued without agreement between Berlin
and Vienna during and after the Balkan Wars. It also
formed the larger part of the fateful memoir and royal mis-
sive from Francis Joseph which the Austrian Ambassador
handed to William II after lunch at Potsdam on July 5,
1914, as will be related in the second volume, "After
Sarajevo/3
This Rumanian problem was one of the many points on
237 Conrad, III, 644, 655 ff, 662.   'On the Kaiser's philhellenism see
above, notes* 186-190, in connection with intrigues over Kavala.